
For Release te AM's OF AUGUST 10, 1954 

BASIC WATERFOWL REGULATIONS ANNOUNCED BY TUDOR 

Hunters of wild ducks and geese can look forward to hunting seasons of approxi- 
mately the same length and bag and possession limits as last year, Acting Secretary 
of the Interior hlph A, Tudor said today in announcing the signing of the basic 
regulations by flyways for the 1954-55 migratory waterfowl hunting season. 

Certain minor adjustments in shooting hours, season lengths, and bag and 
passession limits have been made, according to the Secretary, to compensate for 
some adverse reports from the northern breeding grounds, These reports indicate, 
on an over-all basis, that breeding poptllations this year will be slightly below 
last year but still above the 5-year average. 

This portion of the over-all structure of the annual regulations, as released 
todaya specified the length of the shooting seasons by flyways, bag and pssession 
limits, and optional shooting hours, but does not include the specific season dates 
or shooting hours for the varfous States, Based on the number of days allotted to 

_ each flyway, the specific dates will be selected by State game administrators within 
a general framework of October 1 to January 10, 1955. This year an option is being 
permitted in all flyways extending the seasons as late as January 20. States 
choosing, closing dates later than January 10 would be required to apply a penalty 
of two days for every one day the season is extended. The States also have the 
option of selecting shooting hours from one-half hour before sunrise to one hour 
before sunset, or until sunset. Woodcock and jacksnipe shooting, however, nmy 
continue until sunset. Shooting of all waterfowl on the opening day of the season, 
including each first day of the split seasons, will begin at 12 otclock noon. 

Although this year's regulations still permit the taMng of one hooded 
merganser, it must be included in the regular bag and possession limits on other 
ducks. American and red-breasted mergansers are also to 3e included in the bag 
limits for other ducks, 

The amended regulations for the coming season were signed by the Secretary in 
accordance with 8 law of Congress making effective. the treaties relating to birds 
migrating between the United States, Canada, and Mexico. 

Acting Secretary Tudor emphasiaed that the basic data used to guide Fish and 
Wildlife Service officials in making their decisions resulted from cooperative 
wlntering-ground surveys and surveya on the waterfowl breeding grounds made by 
Service biologists and game management agents, State game department technicians, 
wildlife experts of the Canadian Wildlife Service, the Provincial Game Rranches, 
and field personnel in Canada af Ducks Unlimited and the Wildlife Knagement 
Institute. c - 



Ih the course of fornm&Mag regulations ooa8ideratioo was givea also to the 
OpinloM and reoo88wndation8 of the Dlrsator~s U~tarfml lkhrbory Comit+~e~ This 
comatfttee is~aempaaed of cbleptua oftb atioaal IWerfowl Ccuacil, whose member 
blip fs aorJstituted cfdirectorr of states depmtmmt8, aad raguweWative8 of' 
tb~ IWbd hduban Society, tbqthtdaw YMtez-a brcciatioa of America, the Izmls 
~ltonIsagu0 of Amerba, fb u!Lldufe wasggabnf~titub, the HEltioaalMildl.i.fe 
Fedemth, the Wlldlfie Socrisfg ud ths &tern&ioasl Association of Grme, Fish 
sad coMervation camEia#io&er8. 

Aaatb my: For duclm, geese, coot8, but aot braat, woodcock, OT jack- 
snipe, the States iathis flyu8yofCcamcticut,Delaware, Flarida, Georgb, Mae, 
Wryland, Mmachu8ett.8, New Hampuhire, Be~Jersey, NewYork, North QaroUrra, 
Peaasylvati, Rhode I&md, S~~~thcsrOlioa, Ventt~nt, Virgiala, and Weat Virginia 
willbavethesame ZlmgthofseaeoaIre la&year-& aomawutive daysortwo aplit 
8e8SOa8 of 2'7 day8 eaoh. lb380 Stats8 el~ating to extend their 89m30~ as late 88 
January 20 will take a penalty of two day8 for every oa8 day the 8emoa is extended. 
For example, if the optioaof0xteadlagthe sea8oatc J8auarylS ia exercised, the 
8easoa till rua for 30 aonsecutive day8; to Jaaumy 20, for 40 ccnaecutive days. 

Aslasfyea~, Long Wand caa, if it desires, have a semonf~~ waterfwl 
shooting which wU1 conform to that of Ccamcticut or l&w Jemmy. 

hlly bag and poaaeasioa Unite oa dwka remain at.4 aad 8, except that the 
ddly bag and p08seasion limits vUl bs %acmamdto8aadl6iacoaet8ltidal 
waters withiatbe State of NatJmmyandal3 !Ratt98 mrthaad ea8tthemof, 
prtiiag such beqa coataia 4 and 8 aaaup b the daily bag and possession limits, 
reepectioely. Thl6 h68beendonstogsnoffsgrsaterrttllil;sficpn ofscaup, 

- 
For wood duck8 a daily bag 1-t of 6nm.&~3 cr~p~~#)ston.&,bit'of.%wc rdIl be 

in effect. 

mg and posaeasioa limits ca pese ml&a the aame--8wo and four. 

There will bea 3O-d-a~ 8easoaonbraat(aalaczwase of15 days)titha*ily 
bag 1lrdt of six ard pos8es8ion of s&t, 68 l8et year. 

Since n~sigaifiuaatchmqp inthewoodcockpopulatioawaa noted inthis fly- 
way, the season of&O clays (bglnnlngonorafter Oetobrl, 1954,sad eadiagaot 
laterthantheuaterfow180880a8ebtedbytb St&e8)w5U.rem8iathe mum388 
last year, with the sam bng aad poasessZoa limits of four ead eight. 

Coot bag and posse88toa lb&~ rem&a uachmged-10 an8 10. 

The U-day jacktipe seadon will contimm, tith bag aad pcsse8sioa IAnZts of 
em. 

siseimi Flmqr For ducka (except wood ducks), @mm, aad coot, (but aot 
wocdcockor jacksaztpe), the Stateg iathia flruas of Alabam, Arkantw, Illlaois, 
IrKmnR, Iowa, ltentuw, Lmll8l8m lJfbhig#n, l4lhnesota, ML88%8#ippi, M88Ouri, 
Ohio, Teney)s~oe, and wieconsin wid have the mum length of semoa as la&t pear- 
25 aoMecutiv9 day8 ortw 8plit84!KWoa8of 25 day8 each. (The 88M optloasprevail 
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a6 to extension of season8 beyond January 10, and closing hours, except in Alexander 
Tounty, Illinois. A January 15 closing would shorten the season to 45 days;. I 
Tanuary 20 closfng, to 35 days). 

E?ag and possession limits for ducks and geese will be the same as last year-- 
four and eight for du&s au-3 five and five for geese. 

The woodcock season will be 40 days {beginning on or after October 1 and 
dosing not later than the close of the duck season which each State may select). 
Bag and possession lfmits of four and eight remin uncbqpd. 

The season on wood ducks will be closed in this flyway because the population 
of this species appears to be deolinfng. 

Coot bag and possession Hmits remin unchanged--l0 and 10. 

The &day jacksnfpe season will continue, with bag and possession limits of 
eight birds, 

In Alexander County in Illinois, shooting hours for ducks, qsots, and geese 
will be restricted to the per!Lod from 7 a.m. to 3 p.m, in order to permit the 
geese to get out and feed after 3 p,m, That part of Alexander County established 
as a closed area by proclamation 2748 of October 1, 1947, still remains closed to 
goose shooting. 

Central Flwt For ducks, geese9 and coots, but not for jacksnipe, the 
States in this flyway which include Colorado, Kansas, Mmtana, Nebraska, New. bxico, 
'Jorth Bkota, Oklahoma, South Dakota, Texas, and Wyoniing, will have the same number 

‘-of shooting days as last year--a M-day straight season or two perfods of 27 days 
each. (The same options as to &sing hours and extension of season beyond : ., 
January 10 WFll prevail. A January 15 closing would limit the season to 50 days; 
a January 20 closing, to 40 days,) 

The same bag and possession limits for ducks and geese will be in effect--five 
and 10 for ducks, and five and five for geese. The daily bag and possession limit 
nay include one wood duok only in most of these States. 

The &day jacksnipe season will continue, with bag and possession Itifs of 
eight. 

Coot bag and possession limits remain unchanged--l0 and 10, 

Woodcock shooting, permitted only fn Oklahoma and eastern Texas, fi have a 
@-day season as last year, with the same beg and possession limits of four and 
eight. 

Pac3.f~~ FIi.magr For ducks, geese, and coots, the States in this flyway of 
Arizona, Califorti, Idaho, Nevada, Oregon, Utah, and 'Washington have been given an 
SO-day consecutive season for two split periods of 36 days each, This is an 
increase of fLve days over last year's E-day straight season. (The saxe options 
prevail as to closing hours azxi extension of season beyond Jarmary 10. A January 15 
closing would limit the season to 70 days; a January 20 closing, to 60 days.) 

c 



TbbyearaIl Stdeslnthe flywaytilhave anoptionto choose abaglimit 
of dmks consistfag of 10 a day or in posetession, or nine dafly tith 15 in posses- 
sion, providing that such bags contain not less than three widgeons or three pyP- 
tails, or three in the aggregate of both kinds. 

Bag and poesessfon limits for geese remain at s3.x birds, but such U&t shall 
not include mom than three of the dark specftes. For brant, In Oregon, CalEfornia, 
and Mashington, the mason ~$11 remin the same as last yeas from December 1 to 
February 10, with bag and possession limits of three birds, 

Bag and JXXMW38iOX3 u.zdts for GOOt8 bl this flsway remain at 25, 

The U-day jaeksnipe twason remains umhanged, with Ixg and possession litits 
of eight and eight. 

Pag l&Its on wood ducks remain unchanged. 
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